
Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 
(FEA) check for a developing report on MHLivingNews 

Then and Now. Construction and Housing in America at 250. Practical Lessons for All in the 
U.S.A. FEA 

In the early 1930s, the 102-story Empire State Building was constructed in about 410 days. The 
Pentagon, which was reportedly the largest low-rise building in the U.S. at the time, was built in about 16 
months. There are many reasons for that, some of which are explored here. Pivoting to Gary’s 
Economics, and without endorsing his overall message, what Gary Stevenson ‘get’s right’ is what MSN 
recently featured. “The collapse of the middle class is no longer a prediction—it’s already underway. 
Property ownership among younger generations is falling sharply, and rising debt is forcing ordinary 
families to borrow from the very people buying up their assets. As growth slows, the rich redirect their 
excess wealth into purchasing homes and land that once belonged to the middle class. That shift creates 
a one-way flow of wealth upward. The result is a slow transition toward a society with a tiny elite and a 
vast population struggling to stay afloat.” As artificial intelligence (AI) and robotics is rising there is a mix 
of fear and anticipation as to what even the near future might look like, as this facts-evidence-analysis 
(FEA) model report will unveil. Because anything that has happened before can happen again, as one 
historian put it, there are good reasons, beyond but including patriotism, to consider what went before us 
and compare and contrast that to where we are today. Doing so will help us to celebrate what so many 
visitors to the U.S. for the world soccer tournaments are discovering to be among our blessings. Looking 
back and looking around the world will help us better understand what needs to be grasped and done 
today. And recognizing that the odds were long against the American Revolutionaries and they succeeded 
anyway can give us all hope for the future. 

A high-rise today can take five to seven years to build. Affordable housing has been slowly vanishing for 
decades, due in part to a system that has been bending against the modern manufactured home even 
though the logic of production center building makes as much or more sense than ever and even though 
we have good laws that would allow for more manufactured homes are routinely unenforced. It has been 
two years since the Francis Scott Key Bridge was struck by the ship and yet beyond the foundation or 
preliminary design elements the construction for a new bridge has not yet started. By contrast, Americans 
built a transcontinental railroad with amazing speed, especially when it is compared to what has been 
happening (or not) with California's highspeed rail line. What has happened to America? What are the 
cures that can improve the lives of tens of millions of Americans? 

California Congressman Tom McClintock said the following on "Wake Up America" (7.2.206). 

"For years, builders could build all levels of the market. We had affordable housing at every income 
level," he said. "And then government started adding all of these restrictions and mandates and 
subsidies. And the result is that housing is unaffordable for most people, particularly in blue states like 
mine in California, because they've turned an abundant resource, housing, into something that's very 
scarce." 

To illustrate the contrast, McClintock compared homebuilding activity and housing prices in California with 
Texas. 

"There were more building permits issued in Dallas and Houston last year than were issued in all of 
California combined," he said. "The median price of a home in Texas is about $360,000. In California, it's 
$910,000." 
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Housing affordability has emerged as one of the country's most significant economic concerns, with 
elevated mortgage rates, limited housing inventory, and rising construction costs combining to push 
homeownership further out of reach for many Americans. 

McClintock pointed to issues raised by Johnny Harris. McLintock is from the right, Harris spoke out via the 
liberal New York Times. Two different ends of the political spectrum, both pointing to similar issues. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNDgcjVGHIw 

  

Harris' video YouTube page above said the following. On this date, it has over 11.7 million views. The 
above and what follows is from a left-leaning platform critiquing the left. 

Liberal Hypocrisy is Fueling American Inequality. Here’s How. | NYT Opinion 

It’s easy to blame the other side. And for many Democrats, it’s obvious that Republicans are thwarting 
progress toward a more equal society.  

But what happens when Republicans aren’t standing in the way?  

In many states — including California, New York and Illinois — Democrats control all the levers of power. 
They run the government. They write the laws. And as we explore in the video above, they often aren’t 
living up to their values.  

In key respects, many blue states are actually doing worse than red states. It is in the blue states where 
affordable housing is often hardest to find, there are some of the most acute disparities in education 
funding and economic inequality is increasing most quickly.  

Instead of asking, “What’s the matter with Kansas?” Democrats need to spend more time pondering, 
“What’s the matter with California?” 

Here on MHLivingNews, some months ago, using the facts-evidence-analysis (FEA) method and deploying 
third-party AIs to fact-check this platform's own work, here is what followed. 
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Gary's Economics (cited above) arguably used a common technique of starting out what well established 
facts and evidence and then jumping to a conclusion that ignores other facts and evidence that doesn't fit 
his thesis. Gary is a socialist. There was no socialism as preached by Karl Marx at the time of the U.S. 
Revolution against England. But well before Marx was born, a kind of socialist experiment was tested 
here in the U.S. and was rejected because it failed. Today, the socialists in America are often supported 
by left-leaning billionaires. That alone should make a thinker ask, 'what is going on with that?' 
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