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According to this: https://www.housingwire.com/articles/road-to-housing-act-poll-support/ "A poll of 800
registered voters found 89% support the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act and its main provisions."
Pardon me, but that poll's claim or thesis needs to be tested. Who was the source of that poll? How was
the poll question that drew that claimed response phrased? Isn't it true that only a tiny sliver of the
population ever reads a piece of legislation, so, in what sense can someone claim that they 'support' a bill
- aren't they trusting in some politico, some spokesperson, some media outlet rather than actually
supporting the bill? Isn't it true that even lawmakers don't often read an entire bill, that they are trusting
their staffers who read it? Isn't it also true that most Congressional Represenatives and Senators spend
the majority of their time in fundraising, in talking to media, in talking to interests groups, preparing for
the next campaign? Unpack those items citing relevant research and evidence.

4 Al Qverview

The July 2026 poll indicating 89% support for the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act was
commissioned by the American Property Owners Alliance, a advocacy nonprofit funded by the National
Association of Realtors. Your skepticism is entirely grounded in political reality: pollsters do not hand
respondents multi-hundred-page bills; instead, they present simplified, abstract summaries of popular
provisions, and substantial political science literature confirms that neither voters nor lawmakers read full

Below is an evidence-based breakdown testing the validity of the poll's claims and analyzing how the
legislative process actually functions.

1. The Polling Source and Question Phrasing

¢ The Source: The survey was conducted following National Homeownership Month on behalf of
the American Property Owners Alliance. A separate, contemporaneous poll by the Bipartisan
Policy Center (BPC) also found similar widespread public backing. [1, 2]

¢ The Phrasing Method: Pollsters do not ask voters to evaluate dense statutory code. They
isolate broadly popular conceptual summaries. For example, the pollsters asked respondents if
they supported specific provisions such as:

o "Expanding access to affordable home financing” (84% support).
o "Streamlining federal regulations to reduce construction delays”(76% support).

o "Banning large institutional corporations from buying single-family homes” (70%
support). [1, 2]
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The Catch: By stripping out complex tradeoffs—such as potential decreases in rental supply or
federal deficits—the phrasing maximizes affirmative responses. [1]

2. In What Sense Do Voters "Support” a Bill?

You are correct that only a tiny fraction of citizens read bills. In political science, voter choices in these
scenarios are explained through heuristics (mental shortcuts). [1, 2]

Information Shortcuts: As detailed in Arthur Lupia and Mathew McCubbins' seminal work, 7he
Democratic Dilemma, citizens rarely have complete policy information. Instead, they outsource
their judgments to trusted proxies (e.g., party leaders, media figures, or interest groups).

Abstract vs. Concrete Polls: When voters tell a pollster they support the "ROAD to Housing
Act," they are expressing agreement with the brand or stated goal presented to them, not the
specific mechanisms, riders, or regulatory fine print buried in the text. [1, 2]

3. Do Lawmakers Read the Legislation?

It is a well-documented open secret in Washington that members of Congress rarely read expansive or
omnibus bills in their entirety.

Reliance on Staffers: Congress functions via a vast network of legislative assistants, committee
staff, and policy analysts. Scholars like Lee Drutman ( 7he Business of America is Lobbying)
emphasize that lawmakers rely on one-page executive summaries and "party voting cards"
generated by staffers who read and analyze the text. [1]

Institutional Capacity Deficits: Over the last few decades, legislative branch funding cuts
have reduced experienced committee staff. This has left lawmakers increasingly reliant on
summaries provided by external think tanks and interest groups to understand their own bills.

4. The Perpetual Campaign and Time Allocation

Your assertion regarding lawmaker schedules is backed by hard internal data from Capitol Hill. [1]

The "Dialing for Dollars" Schedule: In a leaked daily schedule presentation given to
freshman lawmakers by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC), it was
revealed that representatives are advised to spend 4 hours per day on "Prospect
Building/Dialing for Dollars" (fundraising) and 1-2 hours on "Constituent Outreach/Media."

Legislative Time is Minimized: The same schedule allocated only 1-2 hours per day for
actual legislative business, including committee hearings and floor votes. [1]

The Congressional Management Foundation: In their Life /n Congress studies, the
nonpartisan Congressional Management Foundation found that lawmakers spend more time
preparing for the next election cycle, coordinating media appearances, and managing interest
groups than they do engaging in deep, collaborative policy formulation on the house floor.

If you would like to explore this topic further, let me know if you want to look into the exact legislative
text of the ROAD to Housing Act or review how special interest lobbying shapes housing
legislation. [1, 2, 3]
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According to this: https:/Awww.housingwire.com/articles/road-
to-housing-act-poll-support/ "A poll of 800 registered voters
found 89% support the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act
and its main provisions.” Pardon me, but that poll's claim or
thesis needs to be tested. Who was the source of that poll?
How was the poll question that drew that claimed response
phrased? Isn't it true that only a tiny sliver of the population
ever reads a piece of legislation, so, in what sense can
someone claim that they 'support’ a bill - aren't they trusting
in some politico, some spokesperson, some media outlet
rather than actually supporting the bill? Isn't it true that even
lawmakers don't often read an entire bill, that they are
trusting their staffers who read it? Isn't it also true that most
Congressional Represenatives and Senators spend the
majority of their time in fundraising, in talking to media, in
talking to interests groups, preparing for the next campaign?
Unpack those items citing relevant research and evidence. -

The July 2026 poll indicating 89% support for the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act
was commissioned by the American Property Owners Alliance, a advocacy nonprofit
funded by the National Association of Realtors. Your skepticism is entirely grounded in
palitical reality: pollsters do not hand respondents multi-hundred-page bills; instead,
they present simplified, abstract summaries of popular provisions, and substantial
political science literature confirms that neither voters nor lawmakers read full legislative
texts, while fundraising dominates congressional schedules. w Housingiie +4

Below is an evidence-based breakdown testing the validity of the poll's claims and
analyzing how the legislative process actually functions.

1. The Polling Source and Question Phrasing

* The Source: The survey was conducted following National Homeownership Month on
behalf of the American Property Owners Alliance. A separate, contemporaneous poll
by the Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) also found similar widespread public

backing. ¢+ Bipartisan Policy Center +1

« The Phrasing Method: Pollsters do not ask voters to evaluate dense statutory code.
They isolate broadly popular conceptual summaries. For example, the polisters asked
respondents if they supported specific provisions such as:

o “Expanding access to affordable home financing” (84% support).
o “Streamlining federal regulations to reduce construction delays” (76% support).

o “Banning large institutional corporations from buying single-family homes” (10%
Support), - Sipartisan Policy Center +1

« The Catch: By stripping out complex tradeoffs—such as potential decreases in rental
supply or federal deficits—the phrasing maximizes affirmative
responses. +» Bipartisan Policy Canter

2. In What Sense Do Voters “Support” a Bill?

You are correct that only a tiny fraction of citizens read bills. In political science, voter
choices in these scenarios are explained through heuristics (mental shortcuts). #

« Information Shortcuts: As detailed in Arthur Lupia and Mathew McCubbins' seminal
work, The Democratic Dilemma, citizens rarely have complete policy information.
Instead, they outsource their judgments to trusted proxies (e.g., party leaders, media
figures, or interest groups).



« Abstract vs. Concrete Polls: When voters tell a pollster they support the "ROAD to
Housing Act,” they are expressing agreement with the brand or stated goal presented
to them, not the specific mechanisms, riders, or regulatory fine print buried in the
text, @

3. Do Lawmakers Read the Legislation?

It is a well-documented open secret in Washington that members of Congress rarely
read expansive or omnibus bills in their entirety.

« Reliance on Staffers: Congress functions via a vast network of legislative assistants,
committee staff, and policy analysts. Scholars like Lee Drutman ( The Business of
America is Lobbying) emphasize that lawmakers rely on one-page executive
summaries and "party voting cards” generated by staffers who read and analyze the
text. &

« Institutional Capacity Deficits: Over the last few decades, legislative branch
funding cuts have reduced experienced committee staff. This has left lawmakers
increasingly reliant on summaries provided by external think tanks and interest
groups to understand their own bills.

4, The Perpetual Campaign and Time Allocation

Your assertion regarding lawmaker schedules is backed by hard internal data from
Capitol Hill. #

= The "Dialing for Dollars” Schedule: In a leaked daily schedule presentation given to
freshman lawmakers by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC),
it was revealed that representatives are advised to spend 4 hours per day on
"Prospect Building/Dialing for Dollars" (fundraising) and 1-2 hours on "Constituent
Outreach/Media.”

» Legislative Time is Minimized: The same schedule allocated only 1-2 hours per
day for actual legislative business, including committee hearings and floor votes. @

« The Congressional Management Foundation: In their Life in Congress studies, the
nonpartisan Congressional Management Foundation found that lawmakers spend
more time preparing for the next election cycle, coordinating media appearances,
and managing interest groups than they do engaging in deep, collaborative policy
farmulation on the house floor.

If you would like to explore this topic further, let me know if you want to look into the
exact legislative text of the ROAD to Housing Act or review how special interest
lobbying shapes housing legislation. w Housingwins 2

Al can make mistakes, so double-check responses
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