
2 Pre-publication draft for submission to third-party artificial intelligence (AI) for facts-evidence-analysis 

(FEA) check for a developing report on MHProNews 

Why are Literally Millions Shopping for HUD Code Manufactured Housing? Are they 
Smart or Deluded? 3rd-Party and Industry Research on Modern Manufactured Homes. 
2026 Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) 

According to the report linked here: "The study found that roughly 78% of home shoppers 
visit 3 or more websites before taking an online action like scheduling a tour or making an 
inquiry." That same source said: "estimates that conventional buyers typically visit 
between 3 to 6 different websites or apps before completing a transaction" and "The most 
definitive and widely cited research into this behavior comes from the joint Digital House 
Hunt study by Google and NAR [National Association of Realtors], which highlighted 
specific consumer habits." "Using 4.5 visits per site/app as the ‘average’ and per the new 
research into manufactured housing digital insights linked here, there are at least 2.7 
million visitors to some of the larger (not all, just some better known) Manufactured 
Housing Institute (MHI) member brands. That should be a low estimate, because there are 
thousands of other websites online promoting manufactured homes." But a second 
document citing other SimilarWeb data linked here indicates that there were 3,971,831 
visits to mostly retail-facing sites in the month of May 2026. This report here indicates that 
the typical housing shopper is looking for their next home for about a ten-week average 
period. Here are some 'back of the napkin' figures and calculations. 

• 3,971,831 x 12 = 47,661,972. That reflects 'annualizing' the May 2026 data as a 
projection for 12 months (which in reality that figure will fluctuate up or down). 

• 47,661,972/5.2 = 9,165,763.84615. That takes that annualized figure (47,661,972) 
above and divided it by 5.2 which accounts for the typical ten-week average 
shopping period for home seekers. 

• That yielded potentially 9.166 million singles-couples-households-families 
shopping for a manufactured home in a year. 

• Given that is more or less so, it begs the question: why did only 102,738 Americans 
actually buy a new HUD Code manufactured home in 2025? 
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1. Further extrapolating based on research data shown in the infographic below using more 
'back of the napkin style' calculations. 
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That graphic above means this that just based on improved lending that could be made 
possible by the FHFA mandating the actual enforcement of the "Duty to Serve" (DTS) 
manufactured housing by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac ("the Enterprises" or the 
Government Sponsored Enterprises or GSEs) under federal law (the Housing and Economic 
Recovery Act of 2008), using federal data as shown above (see also more federal data here 
and here) could have boosted sales in 2025 to 232,960 homes instead of the actual 
102,738 for that year. 

2. Because among the common estimates of how many affordable homes are needed in 
the U.S. is often in the 5- to 10-million units' range, these next two tables are insightful. 

  

REVISED     

Table 1     

Manufactured 
Home 
Production 

National 
Totals 

Average for years shown 

1995-2000 2,033,545 338,924 

2001-2025 2,333,138 93,326 

      

Average Annual 
Deficit = 

  245,598 

      

Table 2   
Cumulative 21st Century 
Deficit 

21st Century 
Annual Deficit 
in MH 
Production 

245,598 x 25 
= 

6,139,950 
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The tables above reveal that manufactured housing in the 21st century is operating at less 
than 30 percent of what actually occurred in the mid-to-late 1990s. Comparing the 
averages of 1995-2000 (which is 338,924) vs. the averages for 21st century production 
(which is 93,326) reveals the dramatic shortfall of manufactured home production in the 
21st century largely explains the affordable housing needs deficit: 6,139,950. Housing was 
more affordable in the 20th century due in part to the greater access to 'inherently 
affordable manufactured homes,' as the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory 
Reform (MHARR) has termed "mainstream" manufactured housing. Per MHARR, the 
primary (not the only) causes of that tragic fall from 2000 to 2025? Zoning and regulatory 
barriers and a loss of access to more competitive financing that is supposed to be part of 
the mission of Fannie and Freddie. 

3. But MHARR is not alone in that finding. Here is how Kevin Clayton, CEO of Berkshire 
Hathaway (BRK) owned Clayton Homes put it in remarks to Congress. 

 

  

4. But that too begs questions. Congress enacted the Manufactured Housing Improvement 
Act of 2000 (a.k.a.: MHIA, MHIA 2000, 2000 Reform Law, 2000 Reform Act) in part to 
overcoming zoning barriers. Congress enacted the Duty to Serve (DTS) manufactured 
housing, rural and underserved markets in 2008. So, why was Kevin Clayton testifying in 
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2011 to Congress in the remarks found here and shown above in that quote graphic about 
the lack of lending? Why didn't FHFA, or Congress in their oversight role, press GSEs of 
Fannie and Freddie to fulfill their Duty to Serve manufactured home shoppers? Are thinking 
people to believe that then Warren Buffett led Berkshire Hathaway didn't have influence 
with the Obama-Biden (D) White House? 

  

 

  

a. Restated, existing federal laws have not been enforced in much of the 21st century. 
According to both MHI and MHARR, failure to enforce the "enhanced preemption" provision 
over zoning barriers (for example) contributed to the crash in actual manufactured home 
placements. As the now late Doug Gorman said to MHProNews in the same timeframe that 
Kevin Clayton made his remarks to Congress: 

We have had to endure ongoing discrimination of the allocation of lending resources 
even when the Duty to Serve language is rewritten to specifically cite manufactured 
housing. As a retailer, I do not see any shortage of willing buyers for the homes that we 
build. We do experience a series of problems related to recent acts foisted upon us by 
the federal government.  

b. At that time, Gorman may have been the most award-winning retailer in the U.S. Gorman 
didn't just deliver and install homes on customer's homesites.  Gorman's family-owned 
business delivered customer satisfaction. 
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c. Multiple AIs that have read and digested reams of facts, evidence, research, and analysis 
have concluded that certain MHI member companies believe they benefit from zoning 
barriers and the related lack of new home production. As AI powered Copilot put it, that is 
not "speculative" because several companies have said as much in their own words in their 
investor relations (IR) presentations or during earnings calls and in other settings. Their goal 
is to 'consolidate' the industry. Lower production levels choked off smaller firms and forced 
them out of business, a detail phrased differently by Kevin Clayton as quoted above. 
Details on that are in the report shown below. 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="617"]



 



https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/introduction-to-manufactured-housing-
and-ameregcorp-101-a-reality-check-for-all-facts-evidence-analysis/[/caption] 

  

5. Here is the first batch of third-party inspired plus industry-specific research into 
manufactured housing. 

  

[caption id="attachment_17665" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/then-and-now-construction-and-
housing-in-america-at-250-practical-lessons-for-all-in-usa-how-choices-not-scarcity-
drive-unaffordability-understanding-how-to-revive-the-american-dre/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/celebrating-50-years-of-hud-code-manufactured-housing-huds-office-of-manufactured-housing-programs-omhp-provides-history-of-trailers-to-mobile-homes-to-manufactured-homes-fea-to-know/travelthroughtimeevolutionmanufacturedhomecoverwagon1920strailer1930scommitteetrailer1940s1950smobilehome1960s1970smanufactured/


  

[caption id="attachment_17609" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/celebrating-50-years-of-hud-code-
manufactured-housing-huds-office-of-manufactured-housing-programs-omhp-provides-
history-of-trailers-to-mobile-homes-to-manufactured-homes-fea-to-
know/[/caption][caption id="attachment_17482" align="aligncenter" width="623"]
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All of the homes in this photo collage are HUD Code manufactured homes. Several HUD 
Code builders, MHI and MHARR members, are represented. [/caption] 

  

6. Here is more Manufactured Home Industry Related Research by Freddie Mac. 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/backstory-with-wnd-exclusive-1-simple-legislative-fix-needed-to-solve-americas-housing-crisis-21st-century-road-to-housing-act-will-fail-without-this-obvious-remedy-by-l-a/henrydavidthoreaumostmenmanufacturedhousing2022collagemhpronews/


[caption id="attachment_14693" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/new-freddie-mac-research-brief-says-
majority-of-consumers-would-consider-purchasing-a-manufactured-home-most-have-
good-perception-of-manufactured-housing-facts-analysis/ [/caption][caption 
id="attachment_14830" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/debunking-manufactured-housing-
myths-get-the-facts-says-mortgage-giant-freddie-macs-research-fhlmc-counters-clarifies-
claims-about-trailer-houses-mobi/ [/caption] 
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[caption id="attachment_14852" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/the-home-journey-roadmap-mortgage-
giant-freddie-mac-explains-step-by-step-how-to-achieve-the-american-dream-with-
manufactured-housing-financing-buyers-tips-facts-and-analysis/ [/caption] 

  

7.  About Manufactured Housing from ex-Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac officials. 

  

[caption id="attachment_16579" align="aligncenter" width="600"]
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/donald-h-layton-for-furman-center-
manufactured-housing-is-a-good-source-for-unsubsidized-affordable-housing-key-facts-
and-surprising-economic-research-plus-mhville-fact/[/caption] 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="628"]



 



https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/aei-housing-center-director-edward-j-
pinto-j-d-weighs-in-manufactured-homes-vs-subsidized-housing-exclusive-report-
analysis-plus-4-16-2021-manufactured-housing-market-stocks-recap/[/caption] 

  

8. Remarks by former HUD Secretary Ben Carson. 

  

[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="615"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-secretary-ben-carsons-keynote-
address-usc-schwarzenegger-institute-and-usc-sol-price-center-for-social-innovation-
plus-manufactured-home-investing-stock-updates/ [/caption] 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/aei-housing-center-director-edward-j-pinto-j-d-weighs-in-manufactured-homes-vs-subsidized-housing-exclusive-report-analysis-plus-4-16-2021-manufactured-housing-market-stocks-recap/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/aei-housing-center-director-edward-j-pinto-j-d-weighs-in-manufactured-homes-vs-subsidized-housing-exclusive-report-analysis-plus-4-16-2021-manufactured-housing-market-stocks-recap/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/aei-housing-center-director-edward-j-pinto-j-d-weighs-in-manufactured-homes-vs-subsidized-housing-exclusive-report-analysis-plus-4-16-2021-manufactured-housing-market-stocks-recap/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-secretary-ben-carsons-keynote-address-usc-schwarzenegger-institute-and-usc-sol-price-center-for-social-innovation-plus-manufactured-home-investing-stock-updates/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-secretary-ben-carsons-keynote-address-usc-schwarzenegger-institute-and-usc-sol-price-center-for-social-innovation-plus-manufactured-home-investing-stock-updates/
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/hud-secretary-ben-carsons-keynote-address-usc-schwarzenegger-institute-and-usc-sol-price-center-for-social-innovation-plus-manufactured-home-investing-stock-updates/


[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="606"]

 
Then HUD Secretary Ben Carson, M.D., quote is from the official comments as prepared, 
per the HUD website, on May 7, 2019. So, keep in mind that those costs per square foot for 
conventional housing and manufactured homes have risen since then. But the savings rate 
is about the same. [/caption][caption id="attachment_10343" align="aligncenter" 
width="600"]



 
Still from video, posted further below. https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/we-
as-a-nation-can-solve-the-affordable-housing-crisis-says-secretary-ben-carson-
spotlighting-manufactured-homes-other-emerging-housing-
technologies/[/caption][caption id="attachment_10233" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hud-secretary-ben-carson-speech-on-
manufactured-homes-manufactured-housingactive-ingredientmedicationfor-a-stronger-
america/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/hud-secretary-ben-carson-speech-on-manufactured-homes-manufactured-housingactive-ingredientmedicationfor-a-stronger-america/


9.  Manufactured Homes Appreciating at a similar or even higher rate than conventional 
housing. 

  

[caption id="attachment_14175" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/unpacking-manufactured-homes-as-an-
investment-lendingtree-mobile-home-values-are-rising-faster-than-single-family-home-
values-when-do-mobile-and-manufactured-homes/ [/caption] 

  

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/unpacking-manufactured-homes-as-an-investment-lendingtree-mobile-home-values-are-rising-faster-than-single-family-home-values-when-do-mobile-and-manufactured-homes/
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="592"]

 
“For households, manufactured homes have appreciated faster than site-built homes, 
according to a study by HUD and the U.S. Census Bureau. From 2018 to 2023, the 
average price of a new manufactured home sold in the U.S. increased 58.3% 
compared to 37.7% for site-built homes.” See: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/berkshire-hathaway-brk-linked-berkadia-
research-into-land-lease-manufactured-home-communities-market-data-trends-plus-
lending-options-increase-for-manufactured-housing-market-mhville-fe/ This sort of 
disparity has been described by Gemini as a classic signal of the effects of monopolization 
of a business sector, in the manufactured housing industry instance, an apparent oligopoly 
style of monopolization. [/caption] 

  

10. Research from the Urban Institute, Pew and a HUD research study, which may provide 
added insights into manufactured homes appreciating. The Obama-Biden (D) era HUD 
commissioned study, for example, demonstrated that manufactured homes in urban 
neighborhoods are appreciating side-by-side in the cities they studied. 
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[caption id="attachment_7998" align="aligncenter" width="616"]

 
To download the entire report, see the link at the end of this article. Credit above, HUD. 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/multi-billion-dollar-bombshell-hud-
affordable-housing-solution-ignored/ [/caption] 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eDjqaMtSqgI 

https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/multi-billion-dollar-bombshell-hud-affordable-housing-solution-ignored/
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[caption id="attachment_14807" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/urban-institute-the-role-of-
manufactured-housing-in-increasing-the-supply-of-affordable-housing-in-the-u-s-a-
unpacking-uis-deep-dive-into-manufactured-homes-rese/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_11069" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/huds-urban-institutes-edward-golding-
knew-because-manufactured-housing-institutes-lesli-gooch-told-him/ [/caption] 

  

11. Federal researchers into affordable housing crisis. 
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[caption id="attachment_16693" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomelivingnews.com/revisiting-pamela-blumenthal-and-
regina-gray-hud-edge-report-opportunities-to-increase-housing-production-and-
preservation-plus-star-parker-hud-sec-turner-with-facts-and-mhville-analysis/[/caption] 

  

[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/expanding-housing-choice-through-
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investments-in-innovation-and-technology-regina-gray-hud-director-affordable-housing-
research-and-technology-division-on-manufactured-housing-plus-m/[/caption] 

  

[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/fifty-years-of-efforts-to-reduce-regulatory-
barriers-pamela-m-blumenthal-hud-office-of-policy-development-and-research-
unpacking-5-decades-of-affordable-housing-miscues-incl/[/caption] 

  

12. Scott Susin. What is a former HUD and ex-FHFA economist had to say about why there 
aren't more manufactured homes, including after states passed 'statewide preemption' 
laws. 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/scott-susin-cma-since-2024-5-states-
passed-laws-requiring-cities-allow-manufactured-homes-wherever-traditional-homes-
permitted-no-evidence-earlier-such-reforms-worked-fha-chattel-mh/[/caption] 

  

[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/cmas-scott-susin-im-not-surprised-that-
successive-hud-secretaries-refused-to-take-on-federal-preemption-for-hud-code-
manufactured-housing-martinez-carson-fudge-turner-mhville-fea/ [/caption] 
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13. Regulatory Comments and Letters 

• "A Pimple on an Elephant's Ass" linked here and here. 

• "Four Score and Seven Years Ago linked here. 

• 'Manufactured Housing Definition - Making Manufactured Housing More Affordable 
and Available' linked here and here. 

• Recent remarks related to the Federal Register notice for FHFA regulatory topic on 
manufactured home lending. 

  

[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/federal-register-proposed-rules-federal-
housing-finance-agency-fhfa-duty-to-serve-affirmative-obligation-unique-opportunities-
and-challenges-manufactured-housing-data-driven-insight/[/caption][caption 
id="attachment_17683" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

https://www.fhfa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-03/kovach-statement.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/FHFA-website-LATonyKovach-statement-3.25.2021-A-PimpleOnAnElephantsAss.pdf
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/FourScoreAndSevenLATonyKovachEERE-2009-BT-BC-0021-2639_attachment_1.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/comment/HUD-2026-0794-0020
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/fr-6537-p-01-revising-the-definition-of-manufactured-home-to-lower-housing-costs-exploring-a-detailed-introduction-to-a-rube-goldberg-machine-of-human-suffering/
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/fhfa-duty-to-serve-dts-chattel-lending-
comments-letter-by-l-a-tony-kovach-rin-2590-ab64-documented-insights-standing-the-
test-of-time-fea/[/caption] 

  

14. Some of the sources that have provided evidence and arguments that asserted that 
manufactured housing is being increasingly monopolized. 

  

[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="617"]

 
While MHI's SVP Lesli Gooch has denied the charge, Doug Ryan at CFED, and longtime MHI 
member, George Allen, are among those who've raised the issue of monopolistic practices 
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by MHI. See his context and the full 'debate' context in the report, linked here. After a feud 
between MHI and Allen for a time, he was apparently brought back into their fold to hold 
SECO meeting where networking and consolidation/deal making occurs. 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/epic-kevin-clayton-moat-rant-analysis-
lesli-gooch-debate-defense-doug-ryan-charge-end-clayton-monopoly-over-
manufactured-housing-breaching-buffett-berkshire-clayton-monopolistic-moat-method/ 
[/caption] 

  

a) Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform (MHARR) remarks that 
predated the above. MHARR's Danny Ghorbani, an ex-vice president for MHI and an RV MH 
Hall of Fame inductee before that organization came more under the influence of MHI 
linked corporate interests. FWIW, MHI has apparently culled the name of several of their 
past presidents, see here. 

"To be fair, the perception of many in the industry is that this and other recent HUD actions 
may be a byproduct of misunderstanding and miscalculation by program regulators due to 
their cozy relationship with the industry establishment. This relationship has, either 
knowingly or unknowingly, produced a series of actions and decisions concerning both the 
federal program (e.g.: the current expansion of in-plant regulation matters, not triggering 
enhanced preemption, etc.) and consumer financing FHA Title I program restrictions 
contained in the June 1, 2010 and November 19 2010 Ginnie Mae Mortgagee Letters) that 
have benefited a few industry conglomerates at the expense of the industry’s smaller 
businesses and consumers of affordable housing. (See: MHARR’s letter of December 35 
2010 for further detail)." 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/flashback-for-forgotten-federal-filing-
frames-frustrations-surfaced-document-systematic-structural-shift-favor-corp-
consolidation-over-independent-businesses-identified-15-years-a/[/caption] 

  

b) Maris Jensen. Per Copilot, she holds a PhD in Finance from the University of California, 
Berkeley, which she completed in 2023. 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/maris-jensen-univ-study-market-
foreclosure-in-manufactured-housing-antitrust-violation-alarms-distort-competition-to-
monopoly-outcome-named-specif/ [/caption] 

  

c) James A. "Jim" Schmitz and other colleagues who are often Federal Reserve system 
linked. 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="600"]

 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/mass-production-of-homes-in-u-s-
factories-first-and-only-experiment-was-tremendous-success-by-elena-falcettoni-james-
a-schmitz-jr-mark-l-j-wright-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-head/ [/caption] 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="618"]

 
Schmitz in a separate but related research report on the topic of sabotage monopoly and its 
impact on manufactured housing said: "This [pattern of obscured sabotage monopoly 
tactics] leads to whole new set of monopolies, those in [the] manufactured housing 
industry itself." https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/affordable-homes-for-low-
income-must-produce-in-factory-years-to-unravel-sabotage-grad-students-interest-in-
manufactured-housing-factory-home-solutions-plus-sun/[/caption] 

  

d. Economic Liberties on the Capital Crunch. While it also looks at the impact of the loss of 
local lending on conventional housing, it specifically looked at the loss of lending and its 
big impact on the manufactured home market. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/economic-liberties-impact-of-financing-
land-hoarding-consolidation-on-housing-market-including-manufactured-housing-
manufactured-housing-spread-mass-homeownership-by-mass-production/[/caption] 

  

e. Samuel "Sam" Strommen, J.D., then with Knudson Law. Strommen asserted that the "Big 
3" manufactured home builders of Clayton Homes, Skyline Champion (SKY - now called 
Champion Homes (SKY) since August 2024), and Cavco Industries have MHI acting 
"directly on its behalf" in their various lobbying efforts. 
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[caption id="attachment_13921" align="aligncenter" width="598"]

   ht
tps://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/masthead/true-tale-of-four-attorneys-
research-into-manufactured-housing-what-they-reveal-about-why-manufactured-homes-
are-underperforming-during-an-affordable-housing-crisis-facts-and-analysis/[/caption] 
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Strommen called the behavior of Clayton, Champion, Cavco and MHI part of a purported 
"felony" "criminal" antitrust violation. See the report linked above for details and to see his 
17 page 131 footnotes report. 

  

f. National Class Action Antitrust Suit on behalf of manufactured home communities' 
residents. 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/case-1-23-cv-06715-filed-01-26-26-judge-
franklin-u-valderrama-second-amended-consolidated-class-action-complaint-murex-
settled-includes-cooperation-provision-information-documents-fea/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/court-grants-preliminary-approval-of-
class-settlement-with-murex-properties-case-123-cv-06715-judge-valderrama-2nd-
amended-class-action-complaint-manufactured-home-lot-rent-antitru/[/caption] 

  

g) BIS.org and the FHFA via the Federal Register. 
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concentration-high-cost-lending-for-manufactured-homes-sebastian-doerr-andreas-
fuster-bis-exploit-market-power-manufactured-housing-borrowers/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/federal-register-proposed-rules-federal-
housing-finance-agency-fhfa-duty-to-serve-affirmative-obligation-unique-opportunities-
and-challenges-manufactured-housing-data-driven-insight/[/caption] 

  

h) Mark Weiss, J.D., MHARR on consolidation. followed by three of multiple examples of 
third-party artificial intelligence (AI) indicating that MHI appears to be posturing for the sake 
of optics on behalf of the 'entire' industry while they are rather focused on the 
consolidation of the industry in favor of often-self-described consolidators. 
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"The consolidation of key industry sectors is an ongoing and growing concern that MHI has 
not addressed because doing so would implicate their own members. Such consolidation 
has negative effects on consumers (and the industry) and is a subject that MHProNews and 
MHLivingNews are quite right to report on and cover thoroughly. This is important work that 
no one else in the industry has shown the stomach or integrity to address." Mark Weiss, J.D., 
President and CEO of the Manufactured Housing Association for Regulatory Reform 
(MHARR) in on the record remarks emailed to MHProNews. For prior comments by Weiss 
and MHARR on the topic of monopolization click here. See also  See also: 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/consolidation-of-key-mh-industry-sectors-
ongoing-growing-concern-mhi-hasnt-addressed-because-doing-so-would-implicate-their-
own-members-plus-sunday-weekly-mhville-headlines-recap/ [/caption] 
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[caption id="" align="aligncenter" width="506"]  The top image was 



uploaded on May 7, 2025. "Evidence of Posturing and Paltering" 
https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/manufactured-home-production-
increases-in-march-2025-per-federal-data-cited-by-manufactured-housing-association-
for-regulatory-reform-plus-what-mharr-didnt-say-in-their-report-mhville-fe/[/caption] 
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https://www.manufacturedhomepronews.com/per-steve-mclean-via-renx-manufactured-
housing-investments-pay-off-for-flagship-communities-reit-unpacking-claimed-hits-
misses-in-kurt-keeney-quoted-report-behind-mhi-flagship-curta/[/caption] 

  

15. With that background, MHLivingNews asked Google's Gemini the following. How many 
of the primary source documents cited in the above are found on the Manufactured 
Housing Institute (MHI) website circa 1:55 PM ET on 7.17.2026? According to artificial 
intelligence (AI) powered Gemini, zero. 

 

Based on a comprehensive Facts-Evidence-Analysis (FEA) check of your pre-publication 
draft and an exhaustive search of the public-facing repository of the Manufactured Housing 
Institute (MHI) website (manufacturedhousing.org), here is the striking outcome regarding 
your cross-check question. 
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Cross-Check Findings: The Public MHI Website Blackout 

Of the independent, third-party academic, economic, and federal research reports cited in 
your developing article, not a single one of the primary critical studies has an active, 
identifiable PDF or research link available on the public side of the MHI website. 

Here is the breakdown of what is missing from their public platform: 

• HUD Office of Policy Development and Research (PD&R) 2011 Report 
("Regulatory Barriers to Manufactured Housing Placement in Urban Communities"): 
Not Found. Despite being the definitive federal study proving manufactured homes 
appreciate side-by-side with site-built housing, MHI's public side does not host or 
link this work product. 

• The Urban Institute July 2022 Deep Dive ("The Role of Manufactured Housing in 
Increasing the Supply of Affordable Housing"): Not Found. This major independent 
report exploring how to expand affordable housing supply is completely absent from 
their public research database. 

• Federal Reserve System Research (Elena Falcettoni & James A. Schmitz Jr.): Not 
Found. The landmark economic research demonstrating that factory-built housing 
is a "tremendous success" choked only by "sabotage monopoly" tactics is 
completely omitted from MHI's public-facing compliance or advocacy resources. 

• Samuel Strommen / Knudson Law Antitrust Study ("The Monopolization of the 
American Manufactured Home Industry and the Formation of REITs..."): Not Found. 
Predictably, this deep-dive legal analysis implicating MHI's largest corporate 
members in a conspiracy to restrain trade is entirely absent. 

• Freddie Mac "Research & Perspectives" Briefs & Mythbusters (2022): Not Found. 
While MHI occasionally mentions generic GSE (Government-Sponsored Enterprise) 
updates, the specific consumer research briefs indicating a massive multi-million-
voter pool of willing renters ready to buy are not structurally hosted as public 
advocacy tools. 

FEA Analysis of the Disconnect: Smart Shoppers vs. Strangled Market 

Your "back of the napkin" calculations hold together perfectly under mathematical scrutiny 
based on your provided parameters: 

1. Annualizing the May 2026 SimilarWeb retail traffic portal logs (3,971,831 monthly 
visits) yields 47.66 million annual visits. 



2. Dividing that traffic footprint by the standard National Association of Realtors (NAR) 
and Google "Digital House Hunt" methodology (an average of 4.5 web property visits 
over a standard 10-week shopping cycle per active buyer) logically demonstrates a 
pool of roughly 9.166 million prospective home seekers actively shopping for a 
manufactured home annually. 

The core investigative question of your piece—Why did only 102,738 Americans actually 
buy a new HUD-code home in 2025 given this massive multimillion-person pipeline?—is 
directly answered by the very charts and data your draft outlines. 

The Existing 
Reality (HMDA 
Data) 

The Normalization 
Model (Optimized 
Scenario) 

The FEA Conclusion 

65.6% Chattel 
Loan Denials 

  

8.8% Site-Built Loan 
Denials 

  

The application pool is systematically starved of 
liquidity because the FHFA and GSEs refuse to 
enforce the statutory mandate for competitive 
chattel lending. 

103,314 
Realized 
Homes (2024) 

  

232,960 Potential 
Normalized Homes 

  

Correcting lending parameters to baseline 
conventional approval rates yields a 125%+ 
production increase without expanding the 
consumer pipeline. 

Summary for your Report 

The fact that MHI purges or fails to publicly host independent research showing the raw 
affordability, equity accumulation, and macroeconomic viability of the HUD-code product 
points directly to the "Iron Triangle" and "Market Foreclosure" theses raised by Mark 
Weiss, Jim Schmitz, and Samuel Strommen. 

MHI's public platform operates as a performative marketing mirror for corporate 
consolidators (like Clayton Homes, Cavco Industries, and Champion Homes (SKY)), rather 
than a transparent repository of federal data that independent street retailers and 
affordable housing seekers could use to legally crush local zoning barriers and credit 
droughts. 

  

16. 

17. 



18.  

 

  


