
 

What was the main railroad line that connected the west coast to the east coast of the U.S. 
and when did it occur at what costs? 

 

 

 

 

View all 

The main line was the First Transcontinental Railroad (originally the Pacific Railroad), a 
1,911-mile track connecting Council Bluffs, Iowa, to Oakland, California, completed on 
May 10, 1869. Built between 1863 and 1869, this massive project was constructed by the 
Central Pacific and Union Pacific railroads, joining at Promontory Summit, Utah. [1, 2] 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_transcontinental_railroad
https://www.britannica.com/topic/transcontinental-railroad


Key Details 

• Timeframe: Construction began in 1863, with the final spike driven on May 10, 
1869. 

• The Route: It linked the existing eastern U.S. rail network at Council Bluffs, Iowa, to 
the Pacific Coast, transforming a six-month trip into a two-week journey. 

• Construction Companies: 

o Central Pacific Railroad: Built 690 miles eastward from Sacramento, 
California. 

o Union Pacific Railroad: Built 1,085 miles westward from Omaha, Nebraska. 

• Costs: 

o Financial Cost: It cost roughly \(\$45,000\) to \(\$60,000\) per mile to build, 
with total costs often estimated around \(\$1.2\) billion in modern dollars. 

o Federal Subsidy: The government funded the project with bonds of 
\(\$16,000\) to \(\$48,000\) per mile depending on terrain. 

o Human Cost: The project relied on thousands of Chinese immigrants (for the 
Central Pacific) and Irish laborers (for the Union Pacific), who worked under 
dangerous, often fatal conditions. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5] 

This project was authorized by the Pacific Railroad Act of 1862 to unify the country. [1] 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Central+Pacific+Railroad&sca_esv=423806b1b716ddc2&rlz=1C1HKFL_enUS1196US1197&biw=1920&bih=912&sxsrf=ANbL-n6weUiLqlwkfvRtvTqLwXGrIw7nlQ%3A1778250622112&ei=fvP9ae7HBtmawbkPueSEqAo&ved=2ahUKEwjqr8O596mUAxVWTjABHZrwLG0QgK4QegoIAggACAEIERAF&uact=5&oq=What+was+the+main+railroad+line+that+connected+the+west+coast+to+the+east+coast+of+the+U.S.+and+when+did+it+occur+at+what+costs%3F&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAGBD8Rk-jBjZ-o9gZJyYGhvw10Xy2eON-ejnj_0OSJOIUp6xnyQnZcub9R4E7b5r0NgtlAQnxIfq9wxe3HG-cnsTmqW0oYpjC6YkxNcTmE4OrYLBOWM72OPOYMeu8m19PfPyBFr8lsBTnPDL0rgMEHyUIEbg9PGKEzkYMl2CUKSUI&csui=3
https://www.google.com/search?q=Union+Pacific+Railroad&sca_esv=423806b1b716ddc2&rlz=1C1HKFL_enUS1196US1197&biw=1920&bih=912&sxsrf=ANbL-n6weUiLqlwkfvRtvTqLwXGrIw7nlQ%3A1778250622112&ei=fvP9ae7HBtmawbkPueSEqAo&ved=2ahUKEwjqr8O596mUAxVWTjABHZrwLG0QgK4QegoIAggACAEIERAH&uact=5&oq=What+was+the+main+railroad+line+that+connected+the+west+coast+to+the+east+coast+of+the+U.S.+and+when+did+it+occur+at+what+costs%3F&gs_lp=&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfAGBD8Rk-jBjZ-o9gZJyYGhvw10Xy2eON-ejnj_0OSJOIUp6xnyQnZcub9R4E7b5r0NgtlAQnxIfq9wxe3HG-cnsTmqW0oYpjC6YkxNcTmE4OrYLBOWM72OPOYMeu8m19PfPyBFr8lsBTnPDL0rgMEHyUIEbg9PGKEzkYMl2CUKSUI&csui=3
https://www.fabricatedknowledge.com/p/lessons-from-history-the-great-railroad
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/transcontinental-railroad
https://www.history.com/articles/transcontinental-railroad-workers-impact
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_transcontinental_railroad
https://www.britannica.com/topic/transcontinental-railroad
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/Transcontinental%20Railroad%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/articles/transcontinental-railroad


 

 


